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My Final Issue of Tl ghtbfiBRI as ed itor , I 
wl t 1 11 l ss t he feel ing o f acoompl i shment o f 
putt ing together these Issues, but my current 
Job Is just too demanding o f ~Y t ime for mo 
t o be abl e to oontl nue thi s C<lftW!II t ment. 
Fortunately , we have a new and capable editor 
ready to s t ep in and take t he reigns! Janlne 
Stinson is t a king over wi t h ls.sua 1201 and Is 
eagerly l ooking forward to rece iving yeur 
letters of ~t. Send thea to: 

Janine Stinson 
PO BOX 430314 
BIG PINE KEY FL 

33043-0314 

(305) 872-4118 
e-mail: TROPICSF@AOL.COM 

Don't wor ry, I pnomlsed Janina that I would 
st ill wr l teOJO r eports for Tlghtb8e.rtl. so you 
won't t1lss out en my Famish explo i ts, or the 
-rful foods I'm ru ining my "girliSh" 
tl;ur e with. (Ctl no, a dang! ing part iciple, 
don' t te l l or . Sob <grln>). 

Now ()f'Yol<iard with t n l e month ' s edi t or ial . 
Thl s Is t he 'Nedd i ng Issue because I have l o t s 
o f pictures to share with you: Pictures or 
our Il lustr ious leader s , Bill and Miche l le 
C6nter , from t hei r wedd i ng l ast AUgust ' 9S: 
pletu!"'es of My Si sson at\d Pau l Abel l 's 
...cld ong t hi s Apr il: and the engag_.,t 
annou"OCement photo of Bob and one . Also. 
there i s a photo of the wedding cake that I 
ll'lade for Pau l and Amy's "'eddfng folle>~i ng the 
repor"t of theIr ~ding -- a med ia fan's 
del i ght. 

Af t er t h i s edl tor i a I , there are also a 
coup l e o f photos of me a."ld o t her 's at t he 
SFRA conf erence th i s past June In Eau Cla i re 
'WS . I 'WOU ld have loved to have a ttended 
Wl sCon with Em i l y Al ward . ~r con reoort 
appears J n t hl s Issue. I 've hear d such 
wonder fu l t h ings about Wi sCons. 

The ScIence F I c t I on Research Assoe I allen 
oonfe renee was held thi s year In Eau Claire 
Wisconsin at the C<lllp.os Hoi iday lm, June 20-
23, l'll th e ighty-two In attendance . The 
guests of honOr' were author/edl tor Geort;e 
Zebrowsk i and author Pame la Sarge~t . 

Since: Eau Cl a l r e is about halfway In 
between Chicago and Grand ForKs, Bob end I 
both drove and met at the conference. 

I parti cu lar l y an)oyed t he panel on Wi!b 
bre>~sers and posting&. There I s a Virglna 
Tech project to sean and post eocyrlght 
expired SF mater i a l called the Virgin i a Tech 
On-line Specu lative Fiction Projoct . If you 
h a v e web access ch e c k out 
h ttp: //a thena.ong llsh .v t.edu/vtsfp l lot/sf
project.html . I m8naged to stay awake dur ing 
the bus ines-s meet lng. 

On sat urday , 1 moderated a panel on Fandom 
wi th J im Frenkel , an editor at Tor and spouse 
of Joan Vl nga ; Er ic Heide lman. founder o f a 
Mlnt'\o&apol l s sercon: author Eleanor Ar na.son; 
and ad I t or and SFRA pres ident. Joe sander&. 
The roan was pael<ed, and about ha I f way 
thr<>vgh the panel, J im Frenke l and I diNnded 
that David Hart"Wet I join us a t t he head tab le 
s ince he has wrl t t ttn a book aboUt t h• Science 
Fic t ion 111ll leux, Age of Wonder ( 1984). Afte r 
1he pane l 1 I stopped and t a lked with David 
about h i s book Wh ich I Quote extensive l y in 
my t hes i s and ha o f fered to buy Bob and me a 
drink . I had a "berrywels'' beer by 
Lel nenkvgel. ooesn• t t aste much r Ike beer at 
al l wh i ch is a good thing s ince I don't I ike 
beer. David told .,. abOUt hi s bael<grO<.I"Id and 
w d i scussed acacs-1 c: endeavors. 1 Pf"()e I sed 
to send David a oopy of •Y thesi s which, 81'11, 
I ... scheduled to defend on August 13th 
(FINAllY! ). 

At the banQUet on sa turday ni ght , Frtdarlk 



Pl:lhl received the Thomas D. Clareson Award 
for dlstlngulstled service In science fict i on 
schOlarsh ip, presented by Allee Clareson. 
widow of fomer SfRA president and Fre<l 
Pl:lhl's biographer, Tan Clareson. Fred's wi fe 
and Il linois Democrat i c Congressional 
candidate , Betty Hul l was there to further 
congratulate Fred on his achievements. 

David Ketterer r ecei ved the Pi lgr im Award 
for h i s li fet i me of cr itical endeavors . I 
have read h i s wor k NBw Worlds for Old: t he 
A;;>ocslyf)tlc Imagination, Science Fiction, ana 
American Litera ture ( 1974 ) . 

Brian Stab l eford ~oen the Pioneer Award for 
his critical essay ' 'How Should a Science 
Fiction Story End?. David Hartwell, 
publ isher of The New York Revlw of Sci ence 
Fiction In which Stableford's &SOllY appeared, 
accepted the award for Stab I eford and read 
t he British author's thoroughly entertaining 
aoceptence speech. Havi ng met Stab l eford i n 
Scotland, 1 thought the speech bOth aPOropo 
and clever. 

The fo llow ing photos were taken by Bob at 
t he SFRA conf erence . The fi rst one Is of the 

• 

pane I on Fandom and the second I s a 1)11oto of 
David Hartwell and Ill! at the hotel bar. 

Later, Jill Frenkel gave ae a stack of bOoks 
to A'.all to My S1sson for the SfRA revlaw, 
and ,.e sat arct.nd In the hotel lobby lool<lng 
at a p icture bOok of SF authors and talking 
with Lois Bujold. When Lois sat down next to 
me , she asked If we had been int roduced. I 
sa id, that no, we hadn't. but that of course 
I kneo. wl'oo she was. J i m Frenkel thefl 
i ntroduced me as l ast year 's SFRA convention 
chair. A fun oonference. 

July has been noth i ng but work . work, work 
at the post office. But I did get my kl tchen 
f I oor t II e fl n I shed and my new COU'lt&r tOP 
on. Almost ready to put the house on the 
market so that I don't have any encullbrances 
when )obWise 1 can I*)Ve to Chicago . 

EVeryone pitch In and g ive Janlne lots of 
help and lots of articles and artwork to pick 
and choose fi'OI'I. Make her job as new editor 
of T/ ghtbe/J/11 fun and easy that way . And jol n 
me In wi sh ing her t he best in her Impor tant 
new position In the N3F! 

Cl ear~ 

Diane Hill•r. Ji m Frenkel, £r1c HtldtlMan. ll•anor Arneson, 
and J oo Sandon at. SFRA panCil on F.n4011 , 

photo by l ob lliC:klfOod 
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Dl'ne Hiller .nd Oavid Har~ll 
•t ~ht hOt.l. bu .at SFIIA 1996 . 

pnoto bJ lOb !ll~ 



r·o:- JuJ y ':'i ~h~ .. be·lrn 

1131' Hls~o"Y · by Donol~ ~r•nsnn . 

}h~ Histo~v o~ Ti~htbe~m . 

In ~h~ b~,lnnin~, N)F did no~ have a let~erzine . ~he 

flcd~linP, club could h• rdl y affo rd tn publish one zinP , let alo- e 

t HO i anti lo t t ers , i f •mYt apne:\r ed i n BonrirA , o r 'l'hn N;l tio"!a l 

Fa nta~v Fan, i t s suc cessor . 

I n 1949 , Ar t R:1 pp, t he editor of ~nn_ce\'!'~rr, a ponular fanz i nP., 

dec i ded to put out a l ett. erzi ne fn ~ th a NJF , call in~ it Postlof."lro. 

Th i s wa s a.vnilable on subscription, nt 10¢ a co ny ( th~ usu~l ~ric e 

in t hose da ys) «h ich paid for itself . It co"t'ined l etters o n a ll 

subjects, but mo1nly dis cussed the ~JF, an~ not hein~ official, 

could be free to c r itici ze (1s cont~nu~s to this d1y, P.ven w~en 

edl~ed by a President) . '1hen Art left, otl>•rs too" un Post.,-aro , 

wit h Wl ryin~ succP.ss, cO'lti nuin~ to 196o , w•ton Alan J . t ewi s (not. 

t o be co, f used wi th Albert J . Le·Ais ) ha~ probleMS, anrl Pnst>mrp 

did no t. arpe.'l r re~larly or on t il"'e . 

By no•• ~he zine we s finenced hy Ch9 N)F' , o n~ th ~ offic ers , 

under&~a ndabl y, '"'nted it to a ppear be f o r e the y po i rl f o r it . Lewi s, 

on the othe r hand , c ould no~ l)l"O"i s e anyt,h1n~ and c l ei'1P.d h<> neP.ded 

t he mQney i n adv.,nce . This inpAS";e went on ror ~ome tin"", ~nd 

c.~used various new rules t o b e rutde, t.t> no avail , ~o t.hPy c!e c irf Prl 

to ~o around the d e linquent l>ditor by doin~ anothPr lettnrzjne, 

let~in~ hil'!l dela y PostHa rn as lon~ tts h• ple~setL So, in a sense , 

Post\firp :tnr1 'ri,.J'!tb~aM (which ~of"\5 n":lt quite th~ n1tn:"" o ... the n~h' 

zi n'l)wort~ no• ... =-l:1t,.'i . 

r · ,. 1 • ,... ,,. r"'1 r. .... rl'l t.h" fir~t issuP. , a n1 na11eci: i t 
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NJP Hi s"orv/P~"e 2 . 

Hype r snace Tio;htbe'lm. Anothe r relt~ble, Art Hayes , d ici t h" M xt, 

a nd l·larion Zimmer Br adley (no less) edited r.h'! t h ii·d i s sue, an<! 

promptly :-enamed it Ti '!htbe<l.m, " more S'!nS I bl'! n~"T\e which de$erib~<i 

th~ ilCtivi ty, t hat o.f servin~ as a f"Jert ium fo r intnT"-mctmh,.. r r nm"·u.n i 

cation. So t..hc f'ir st f ftw P.rlitors rot.~ted. sg-:.~ing; =- pre,.o'"f!!nt, th0u~h 

it SOmetimeS WQS more e rfici ent tO hav~ ~ ~eni-pArm~nen~ P.~i~Or, vm n 

could contr61 the contents of the i ssue ~o fi t t h• f>" O:"-S ollowA~ . 

But , as you know , no job in NJF is ~~nently occupied , so we 

have ~lternatqd between lon~~me And o ne-issue P.d itors. I t ~lways 

works out, sonehow, and Ti .-,;htbeam h~ts ~tten to its ?00th i~'ue 

without a bre~k or ~reat chanfleS I n content . ·~ith thllt number , I 

cv n ' t even be-:in to summarize t hft P.ditors WP. ha ve hAd, you t<'ll l have 

t o w·1 1t for the c omplete checklist o f NJF puhl icatil)ns I >rill l'inish 

Re~l Soon i'iow, Sufficn it t o s~y t hot Ti~htbeem is alw~ys on_ioyabl" , 

at lenst from my viewpoint, ..,, e •4h'>se fa vor ite r oArti n .-,; m&tt • r i s 

l etters , wheth~r in f anzines or i n 9rozines. 

Now we a re about to l ose our current P.riitor , ta nri ~ replar:ement 

must be found . {Note thP. neut rAlity o f t hnr.. wor<i , nrepl acomP.Mt 11
• 

k "pinch- hittor"is better, 6nd ~ "substitute" not as ,ood . ) If you 

t h i nk you can do an issue or so, why not voluntP. er? Just t hl nk , 

you can have your own fanzine , ,..,1thou t p'lyin?, for it. ! '>/here is 

t here an opportunity like t his? Doin~ a le t tAr zine , with oth" r 

ma t e r ial t o st i mul ate t he letters , can be e~sy or ha rd . And i t 

c;tn be fur: ! OF. 
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TN MR1ona1 FW!tuy Pan f~ration 

Patr icia King 
647 FRAISER ST 
MNliETTA CA 30060 
~urence Gray: HI there, I haven't heard from 
you s I nee a RockCOn some years ago that 1 
attended wl th '"Y ttlen rusbancl-to-be Jay King. 
1 got rid of hi• thank the Goddess. AIO beck 
In school na.or, wl th a total ly d l fferont group 
of friends, and total l y di f ferent l ife. Are 
you still attending f i l ks? Have you seen 
81 11 and Brenda Sut ton at any of them? or 
maybe Bob Aspr I n? 
Roy R. Wood: foty favorIte oomputer I ine is: 
"To err Is human, but to really screw up you 
need a CCIJ1)Uter. · Nonethe less ... I'• studYing 
In the oomputer lab at school and 010 enJoying 
It QUite a bit. 
Eugene Aus t in: l nt&rest fng speculat ions, but 
I r the g""et lclsts cou ld do .mat they say 
they can, we wouldn't have AIDS and cancer, 
or different varletf es of the f lu every 
winter would we? I want to see some real 
results and not just talk frno theft. 
Fred H, SCh(jtz: Witches you say? certa i nty 
there are women and men wto call themse lves 
Wl ccans and some of them are here I n the N3F. 
Bas l eal !y Wi cea, or/and Pagan i sm Is a real 
re l ig ion I n wh ich the pract itioners bel i eve 
I n the Goddess and the God , or In roany 
Goddesses and Gods of various ..-s. They 
bel i eve In reincarnation and kanoa. but do 
!:QI believe in a Christ ian devil or I n a 
Christian Hel l . I thi nk what you're real ly 
asking us I s, "What about magic? Are Witches 
whc work mag i c rea l ?" And that depends on 
your defin i tion of mag i c. If ones definition 
o f 111aglc Is arranging things so that I i fe 
works out for you. I'd say yess ... If ones 
definition of mag ic I s flying on brOOIOStlcks 
and t urning children Into 01l co •• I'd say no. 
Some paranormal abil ities """' to work 
however ••• at least some of the time for some 
peop l e. Th ings such as psychic hea l i ng and 
premonitions o f the future. 
Barbara BrOI!riQ: YES, I'd I i ke to hear about 
Kall and Shlva. Or anything ol .. you 11lght 
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want to write about t he Old Religion . 
agree, I don't want to get re l igious t racts 
e i ther or chain letters . .. i f anyone sends me 
el thor, they go right I nto t he t rash or the 
cat box. 
Rick Br"'*s: Nice joke about Bush LlllbaUgh, 
one that the consarvat lve -.rs of the N3F 
won't appreciate I guess. What will take the 
place o f oonservatlve/1 i berat pel I tics you 
mont ion . What I wi sh might take the p lace of 
them is STAB TREK • s ph i l osophy of I i f e. 
Although it may sound old fashion and 
pretentious to some of us. It states that we 
should explore the universe. discover new 
knowledge, treat everyone wi th eQUAl i ty and 
dignity. even~. al i ens, and Gays . What 
better worldviow to usher us a l l I nto the 
future SPaceage? , 
Caro l Kf ees-starks: I t h ink most ch i ldren 
that are abducted are abducted by the 
noncustodial parent. or scneone from their 
fMIIy. What facts do you have that say ·3500 
of thM are k ldnai>Ped by strangers? (That 
sounds I ike a very I arge n~.Mnber. ) 
,jAOn l k Anderson: Sc why are people jumping on 
you? 1 can't r emember anyth ing you've done 
that I would oonsldor unfanni sh , or tacky. 
Sc .mat is all the complaining about Janni k 
for folks? Aro you jealous that she got 
elected? 
Iaras ~Iansky~ It's l etters like yours that 
lllako me hesitate to toe the Tlghrbea.~. for 
l'm controversial, opin ionated, and J tend to 
get ye lled at in zl nes (that certain l y 
happened when I was In the N3F before back in 
the e i ghties) But you make several comments 
here that I find really off ensive. Why trash 
fMinist because sane """"""bel lave that way 
beck In pre-history hiAM be ings were ab le to 
rel ate to eaCh other wi th more Intu i tion, and 
a sharing of pawer that today we label " The 
Matriarchy?" A socia l organizat ion more 
effect i ve than tho Patriarcha l c i v i lizat ions 
of modern t i ~s 1 be II eve. A I so thIs convnent 
you .ake to El izabeth (a fr iend of •lne, by 
tho way) that thoro are no homosexuals on 



The MllttGNI f'W"Jta:S)' rat~ ..::f=-=•,<..::i'"'"'-----------

TREK ... •· That's funny, but 1 seern t o r omember 
a whole p l anet f u l l of them. The peopl e were 
ca l led Gl n l , I can't reca ll what the planet 
was cal led . I t was a TN3 epl SOde , where 
Riker t ries unsuccessfully to romance one o f 
therl. There are few c.ontiooing Gay 
characters alri ght, a l though one might COU'lt 
Oax of OS9 ~nd a few other Tf' i I I characters 
as poss i bly bl . You ttre referr ing to the 
research on the so called "Gay-gene" 1 
presume When ~ state tha t there won't be 
honlosexual s In the future. Al though i t 
escaoes M why yQ.J or anyone else wou ld want 
to I ive I n a wor ld I tke this... to me i t 
..:>vld be drab , colorless, cold and 
unspeakabl y conform i st. Just as i t would be 
drab, cold and unspeakab l y conformi st should 
some over z•alous researcher dec ide that SF 
fen would be better off gene spl iced and 
turned Into mundanes. Thl nl< about i t . 
[ Actuall y, I t hought that ...,.. the true point 
of t he """'le, The Crying Gaole, t hat 1011e and 
car ing for o ther hl.llllln beings transcends 
gender . - D1] 

Harry Mdruschak 
Mdruschakeaol.cooo 

* * * 

~ar Editor: Tightbellm #198 arr i ved 
yesterday . Obv iousl y, I once again have an 
e· mai I address, although I am not sure for 
how long. I am using AOL of course, but 
having prob leas wi th readi ng In ternet 
newsgroups off- line. Tsk tsk on your llledl ca l 
problems. '1Y bi ggest prob lem i s high b lood 
pressure , and my doctor put me on some new 
stuff to get i t under contro l. She seems to 
be happy wl t h t he r esu l ts, so I guess I M> 
going to live awhile longer. eeen some t ime 
si nce I last attended a con, the 1993 CCAFW. 
I ~ight be ab l e to get to this year' s DITTO 
In El Paso, but not real ly sure. For 
read i ng, I om now go ing through Gibbon 's 
DECLINE AND FALL, reading i t at work during 
lunch and coffee breaks. Not SF or fantasy , 
of course, but st i II a IIOOd reed. The plot 
I s tota lly I.Wlbe l i evab le, and some of the 
characters larger then II fe, but there is 
certai n ly enough act ion and b loodshed to keep 
the story Interesting. 

r seemed t o have missed r eadi ng the 
previous TICJiTBEA11, probably because of IIY 
vacation In Italy last February and •Y 
attending school in No1'111M, Ok lahON l ast 
month. I n any case , I see Barbara Brown i s 
be ing harassed because she admi ts t o baing a 
witch. HmiMI ••• getting re li g ious tracts too . 
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OK, let ' s see i f th i s he l ps ... Hey, all you 
christ ian arsehol es, I AM AN ATHEIST! ! Qui t 
pestering Barbara and see what you can do 
aga inst me. Send al l the religious t racts 
you want in 11y d l r ect ion, as long as you 
aff i x the correct postage so the Post Off ice 
makes money off of I t . Th Is he Ips pay my 
salary, of course. 

I &m not sure It t real ly need a computer, 
but I do love being ab l e to p lay computer 
games II ke SimFar'ln, Slmto,wer, and so on. By 
the way, i f you knoW of any other fans who 
1 i ke p l ayi ng these sof tware toys fro~~~ MaXIs, 
have them subscr i be to a ma l l ing l ist. Send 
the message ·subscr ibe Simi 1st· t o 
maj ordom<lac l sco .com Not too sure what e l se 
to wr i te at the """""" t , and 1 do want t o see 
i f th is ma l l get s through. E....all addr esses 
have a habIt o f bei ng changed, or 
mis...,rl tten, as I found out When trying to 
LOC 9CSFAzine last week. Yours Aye • .. 

• * * 
AI Mec lntyre 
5184 ~court 
Evansvil le IN 47715 
- 1- I.COIO 
S\.C!l'!!<t: Sci Fl Channel 
The Sci F l Chame l just arr i ved In 
EV<lf\sv llle, ki cki ng E off the col lecti on. I 
am very d isappo inted In how it I s structured , 
gi ven al l the hype In various fanz l nes about 
how we war e going to get SOIMth lng great. 
People who want SCOI8th i ng need to do a better 
Job o f OOII'llli.Wll catlng what it Is they want. 
E wns ho ll ywood shor ts f or folks with zero 
attention span , l i ke sn ippets out of Peop l e 
Magazine, nothing o f substance. SC I Fi 
ChaMel i s not IIUCh better t hen what I t 
replaced here. Old Sl' seri als (like )(- f iles, 
Beauty & the Beast , Mi l l i on Dol l ar Man , The 
Dark Side, Twl l ight Zone epi sodes that were 
forgot ten because no one In the i r r i ght mind 
would went to buy them, and many o thers) are 
chopped up so heavily (wi th ~rclals, SC I 
F i pr<liiOS, M<1 r""""- ~ts f roll v Ideo 
artists that are too br i ef to have any 
mean ingful oont ent - Mar l !'II Ell I son & Ray 
Bradbury on Politi cally 1nccrrect were far 
super ior) so as to render t he plot a lmost 
impossib l e to fol l ow. If 1 d id not already 
have some i nk I ing about what a show was all 
about , I cou ld not get i t fro~~~ thi s ~~ess. 
There are some very c l ever oommercl a fs, 
del iberately constructed for a sc ience f andom 
aud ience, but essent ial l y t h is Is a low 
budget k i ddy channe I for youngsters who were 



not a I I ve when these shews were popu I ar . If 
you want serious SF, watch regu l ar channel s 
like Disney, Fami ly, USA, Fox, and various 
orov i e charvle Is. l.RI Is tetl t l,..s as gOOd as 
the Sci Fl chame l fr001 the perspect ive of SF 
entertAi nment. 

* * • 
Ri yn Oorln Gray 
1764 I.OOON1A f 1o.4--223 
REDlNOS CA 92374-2734 

To al l the peopl e who have been gett inv so 
wl red over the art 1 c I e on St~r Trek and Rock
N-Rol l: §et A Gr i QI We 're ta lking abou t a 
TV s~ here! I t Isn' t r eal ' It isn't even 
a blueprint for rea l i ty! And 1 would submi t 
to you that if people are golnv to f i ght l i ke 
thi s over What k i nd of ous l c fictional 
characters might, or might not listen to, I t 
wil l be noth i ng short of o mirac le 1f the 
wor ld s t i ll ex i sts 500 year s from now! 
HoweVer , I f the hulan r ace i s still arot.M'\d In 
five or s i x lu>dred years, 1 wou ld be 
surprised if theY, like us, don' t enjoy a 
very wl do variety o f music, from I i ve days 
o l d t o 500 - maybe even 1000 - years old. 
why should theY be any more 1111 1 ted than we 
ar e? Hooefu II y our raGe will beOome 1!10!:1 
open 11l nded, not leu! tf we don't, we WOtl' t 
be af'OU'ld to worry about I t ! So 1 ighten uo 
al ready ! Personally, I liQ like rock- n-roll, 
as we ll as may other kinds of mus i c, many of 
Which date before I was bOrn. I don't 
believe that ony k ind o f lllls lc Is better than 
any other - only di fferent. In the end , 
It 's a l l a mat te o f taste. 
Taras WO i ansky: I f you rea ll y t hink that the 
r eason t here a.re no homosexuals I n Star Trek 
i s because there are no homosexua ls In the 
Mure, )'OU are as out of touch as the people 
who wrl te the story l ines! The pc:wers- that- be 
have been tryi ng to k i l l off onyone t hat they 
didn't approve of since t ime began. You wil l 
not i ce that most of are st l I I her e. (I am 
b i sexual - - just for the record.) As carol 
Kfees:-Starks pointed out, the Star Tr•k 
peopl e are, as she pots It , ··culturall y 
neutr&l" on just about everything, music and 
sexua l ori entat ion inc luded. And, as she 
pointed out, I t al l come dow> to money. 
J;IOOik Anderson: Just a note of suwort : I 
read the: original art lcle on ST music, and 1 
saw no thing that wos offens i ve , much less 
anythi ng t hat you shou ld have e.polog i zed for. 
Unfess I am mi ss i ng something, the ent Ire 
purpose o f th i s pobli cat ion Is so that ll!lXS!!l.! 
who Is a member o f H3F can express the tr 
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op inion on whatever they want to. So far, 
t he on ly th ing 1 hove found offensive i s the 
condescending attitude of some peop le. 
Barbara~: Old you real ly get rel i g i ous 
tracts seyl ng you wou ld bum In hell?! _ , 
Now I PI!! offended ! I ~Y.ir get crank ma> I ..• 
I never even get crank phone cal Is ! I am 33 
years ol d, bi sexua l , and al so a witch. And 
1 run a vampire fan c lub! SO just what do 1 
have to do to be not i ced - dance The Tim 
ltarp while str ipplnv in the alddl e o f Sl.nset 
Blvd?! Jeeze ... 

But seriously, know that I f you ever need 
a f r i end or someone to tal k to, I'm here. 
And don't l et the bone-heads o f t h i s world 
set you dow1; as SOIIIeCW'Ie once s.ald, never tet 
the bastards win. Who knows - maybe they'l l 
f i nd someone e lse to pick on. 

en another note , I have had two very rea I 
dreams obout Ka I I , though I have on I y very 
general I nformat ion on her. Shiva I know 
l ess ebOut, but I t ...- that S<89thl ng 1 
dread about him SIJ998Sted he might be a sort 
of "vampire god , " yet he Is st i l l a creotor. 
They aro hard t o find good I nformat ion on . 
Fred ScbUtz:: l find your discussion on 
wi tcheraft interest lng. I wou ld say that the 
reason that healers and wise peopl e ~ to 
be synonymous wi th witches - or people 
pract i c ing the ol d Rel igi on - Is that these 
peop le were the ones who refused to g i ve us 
their bol i efs. The on ly real rei iglon' of 
lt l cca that I know of Is a be lief In a god and 
90(1djoss and the sacredness of all living 
th ings , I nc luding the Ear th and her seasons . 
The obV Ious dl f ference between th i s and o ther 
pagan relig ions is where Wlcca 1s based on§ 
God and Goddess, the Greek and Roman be II of 
syst- are based on a h ierarchy of Gods and 
Goddesses. So yes, I woul d say that there 
is a real religi on of Wicca. As to whether 
there Is any real masic or not, 1 would soy 
t hat depends on what you consider mag i C to 
be. 
~: So sorry to hear abOut your ClS! 
have knaom others wl th this and wou1 d support 
the surgery. 'Whatever you do, I wish yov 
s peedy hea l l ng J 

Anyone who woul d be interested In a RR on 
gay/l esbi an/bi sexual tOPi cs In Sf & fantasy, 
or a wlccan RR, p l ease wr i te and let Susan 
know . Also , anyOne Interested in t rying to 
se t up a RPG we ccu ld p lay through the mall, 
please drop me a note. (Anyone Play 
"V"""'I ro : The MaSQuer ade?") 

Is anyone e lse r ead ing StePI>en King ' s 1he 



_ _ _ - - - - --- - -'"'"==--\.tonal Fant..ar fan f.otn..!' ;.:'"":!...-- --__ _ 

Green Hile series? Is anyone else enteri ng 
T1'le Green 111/e contest? I don't have a 
computer, but yoo can "visi t The Green Mils 
on the Internet." Address I s: 
htt;://....,....gr~~M<~i le.<X:III- i f yoo do, let me 
knoW what I t was about. ok1 

Hlcho.el O'Brien 
12 TOllER ro 

• • • 

NEWTatl AIJSTRAI.IA 7008 
!llo!l§: Sorry to hear that yoo're havl "9 to 
give up edi ting TB. Hope th i s letter reaches 
you before your f Ina I I ssue. 

Weare a l l allveand wel l (i t a l i tt le sad) 
here i n Ta.smanla. As far as I knorl, no fans 
\ol8re I njured I n the shooting at A:>rt Arthur, 
bUt I t has shattered our comfortable Il lus ion 
that we are Isolated by sheer dl•tance from 
the Insanit ies o f the l ate Twentieth Century. 
J.lm.._S.tyte~: I don't knoW we should expect 
-ers of Starf l eet to venerate rock & rol l . 
The probl< .. with popu l ar IIUS iC I s that I t's 
popular wl th a 11>8SS avd l ence; later th i s same 
avd l enc<> wi l l move on to the popu lar lllJsic ol 
fol lowing decades (or cen turies), which Is 
shy we're not sti l l l istening to Ray Noble 
and Peter Dawson today. It ""ellS likely that 
there will st iII be a loyal follow ing for 
c lassical mus ic and for Jazz in centuries to 
come, because these attract devoted mi nority 
audiences. Whether the superstars of the 
current generat ton w; ll do the same is ooen 
to debate. Cl1 the o t her hand, I nev er 
tt'cu9ht I ..,., l d hear the words "Abba" and 
.. very cool" U$&d fn the same sentence i n the 
Nineties! 
~s Paviac: l wasn't surprised that Crichton 
called his ,_ novel rt.. Lost 'lfOrl d be<:auS<t 
1 r.......t>ered that he I s 8 great adnll rer of 
conan Doyle: I th ink he once said that he 
learned how to pUt i nformation Into his 
dialogue f rom reading Doyle . It's 8 l itt le 
surpr ising that I d idn't not i ce any 
aeknowl ed9Mnt on the book that the t i t l e has 
prev iously been used, bUt as A. Bertram 
Chandler once said t o me (after someone wrote 
a novel with the word "R im" In Its t itle) 
there doesn ' t seem to be any copyrIght oo 
titles . 
.t. !len Autopsy: This was shown on AUstra l ian 
te l ev i s i on too , but I didn't find it very 
convinc ing. I kept wondering If It was an 
ADrl l 1st j oke that was being screened on the 
wrong day. 
Star Trek: Voyager has started screen ing I n 
Austra lia bUt has run Into problems. Both 

Next Generlttlon and Osee Spite" 9 (p lus 
Babylon 5) ran on late- night s lots here, but 
the Nine Network decided to take a chance on 
progra:ma lng the new ser ies i n pr ime-time. 
LaSt ~'eek I t was repl aced ( temporar i ly?) by 
a str ing o f specials. I suspect a that It 
may be too cer ebr& 1 to capture a mass 
audl ence In today's marke t pJace -- maybe 
those NBC executi ve kr>BW >tlat they were doing 
When they turned down Rodenberry ' s f I rst Star 
rrek plot ! But r~tt nopl ng t t will surface tn 
a new tIme spot soon . 

And remember I t's AUSTRALIA IN ' 99! 

Fred H. SchUt% 
~ 08l lAOl 14 
55590 fo£1set£1H 
GERoW~'( 

• .. * 

Aloha to al l denizens of Neffer l and , 
0 i ane ~!l lleD Whenevar I hear tha word 
' syndrome' I suspect yet anot~r ex;oert 
confronted by h i s own I iml ut Ions. A 
doctor •s profess ional eth ics do not permIt 
h i m to confess ignorance, least of all to a 
patient. HAving once been prey to tendonitis 
(which makes the wr i st hurt f r om fingert i ps 
to e l bow) I can apprao l ate ..tu>t yoo're goi ng 
through. 
~aureoce Grey: The Greek guard• wear k i lts, 
too, a 1 though theIrs are Wh I te. About yoor 
ancestry being par t Indian. have you ever 
wondered, what i f the lnd1ans had won? You'd 
"""' be liv ing I n the lktlted States of Natlva 
Amer i ca! 
Roy R. ~009: The Catho l ic church Isn't that 
Into I erant. It does recognIze the 
antecedence o f Or lt!ltal churches dubbed 
Orthodox (never • l nd the nat ional 
d&no~Jinat lons; they have to do with languages 
most l y). Protestantism I s that branch of 
Chr ist i an be l i efs Whi ch arose In consequence 
o f Martin Luther 's highly persona l spl i t wi th 
the RoMn Church. Thusly, sp lnoffs l i ke 
Lutherani sm. Presbyter ian ism 8l'td such are 
ProtestMt ; Nestor fans, Mazdan lans and the 
rest of the Orient a l (Middl e East) churches 
are not. 
Ed Meskys : I wonder 1 I yoor Wa ldon I tes could 
be related to the Va lden...s, a Protestant 
sect hailing from the Valdo ls, a region In 
the JurassIc AI ps? HavI ng had to flee the 
persecut ion of Protestan ts In France in the 
sixteenth century. They scattered a l l over 
the wor l d and gave r ise to the nanoe 
· wal dorf. • Jvda i SII cou l d hardly have be<:OIIe 
possib l e had ZOroastrlaniSIII not gone before. 



-----------"'""=-: .. ;::_!1ona1 Fantuy fan F.o!lration 

There must have been someth ing cur ious go ing 
Cf'l in the seventh century BC; Lao-tzu in 
Chi na, Pr ince Gautama In Ind ia, Zarathust ra 
In Iran and f inal l y Abraham In MeSOPOtami a 
a l l l ived In that age. It wou ld be 
interest l ng to (X)Iflpan~ the timetab les o f 
nat ive Amer ican mytho logies. 
Qr . Bob 8 l ackWOO<I; What makes you f ear 
BasQues and tu'lgar I ans besIdes theI r food? 
&~san zueg.e: Your c01m1ents are we l l met. You 
er red only in some Inconsequentia l deta il s: 
' Sabbat' Is Hebrew, not a Ce lt ic w::>r d , 
'witche-s ' were never honor ed but f eared f rom 
t he dawn o f time and the ear l y chur ch had 
more prossing mat ters to at tend to than the 
prosecuti on of vagrants. 
Char les Broerman : We l come as Fel l ow o f the 
3l SOC iety ( and thanks for rem indi ng me). 
Whoever sai d I srna l l ( from Hebrew Yi shrna 'e l, 
God hears ) was mythica l? He fi gures as the 
nar rator In Herman Me l v i l ie' s MobY Dick, 
doesn't he? The pecu liarit ies of the Arabic 
language and t he paucity ot vowefs in t heir 
wri t ing as Arabs see I smai l (A- S-M-i.) t he 
pr inciple of Islam (A-8-L-M: submi ss ion, 
mean ing subm iss i on to Q:xS 's wi II ) . I am also 
wl t h you i n decry i ng those 1000 page novels. 
Tuchol sky sa id If It ' s too l ong to f i t on a 
piece of to i let t issue it isn' t we ll wr i tten. 
parbara Brcwo: Don't l et everyone wa lk al l 
over you because. of your faith. Bes ides, 
wi tchcraft haS noth ing to do with rei igi on: 
ei t her one Is a witch or one isn't -- jt 
Isn' t even up to you to make u.P your mind 
whether you want to be one. Fourte-en 
gMerations come to roughl y 420 years. 
Char l es B~: AUstr ia was f irst ment ioned 
as 'Ostar iel' (Eastern kingdom) _, 1000 years 
ago this year. Since then , i ts Latlnlzed 
form, Aust ri a , has been interpret ed as 
' sough l and ' In consequence whereof llngu l st l c 
rv les had to be bent a litt l e when Austral Ia 
(also ' southland ') became a nat ion. ()'lly 
fragments remain of the Zend (comment ar ies) 
and Avesta (laws ) , the Pars I In Ind i a and 
some Yes idi in Iran bei ng last survlvor·s of 
the Zoroastri an reli g ion. Liberali sm i s bad 
med i c ine no matter what you ca l l lt. It 
doesn ' t a llow for what i t says It st ands for : 
f reedom. 
Gene Aust in: It's Hadj l (meaning he had 

absolved t he prescribed pi l gr image to Mecca) . 
Nei ther van Rosenberg , the only Jew in 
Hi t ler ' s sacred Inner circle ; just thi nk of 
loudmout h Goebe II ' s JewIsh wIfe -- and there 
was a certa in Jewish actress wham Hit ler was 
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very much taken with . Whatever, anti 
Semitism was certa inly not di rected against 
Jews alone but onl y they o f a ll Sem ites were 
at hend for t he slaughter . No dOubl that 
Hi t ler was mad, but he was not a tone; 
at roc I t Ies he may not even have been aware of 
were comm itted In hi s name by other Nat is . 
caro l Klees-Starks: You are very ki nd, dear, 
thank you. Actual ly, my feeJ ing r egard ing 
our probably future were of the da~kest kind , 
and looking back over what I just said above 
I dOn't think I ' ve reoovered yet . But your 
ar ticle struck an answeri ng cord i n my sou l 
for Which a llcw me to echo you; Let there be 
llUS IC ! 
Taras Wol ansky: I f anyth ing, t hat three f eel 
wi de Ind ian desi gn on the Peruv ian a lt iplano 
is I den ' t now how many mi I es across , as 
documented by that German sc ien tis t who s pent 
lhe last f i fty year s cartograph lng lt. She 
even went vp in a hot a i r bal loon to be high 
enough for taki ng overa l l plctures. At that 
a l t itude this Is a b i g feat for anyone. not 
just a seventy year-old lady. 
6Jl : Take 900d care, take i t easy and have a 
good t ime. Aloha. 

Eugene Aust in 
P08 115 
TIUJEN NE 68781 

*. * 
Q!Aol: There is no agi tator let ter th is t ime 
because my total ly disabled wife has beoo 
hosp ital ized for seven weeks (As of J ul y 
13th) and has at least two or t hree more to 
go. 

She fel l out of bed about mi dn ight and 
bruised a foot. By 9:00 AM. t here was a 
dime-sized r&d spot. By the t ime we got to 
our family doctor at 2:00 FM . the red spot 
covered the centra l part of her foot and was 
turn ing black in the mi ddle. By t he t ime we 
got to the regi ona l hospi ta l at 4:00 PM, the 
black spot had doubled in s ize and was 
crusting. They operated at 8:00 PM and cut 
out a hole an inch deep and severa l inches In 
dl arneter. 

It was a new type of explosive Staph t hat 
has a l readY ki l led severa l peop le In t he Farm 
Be lt . In her case , we lucked oot and got the 
top surgeon in our area. He saved t he foot 
in the face of med ica l pressure to amputate 
i t . He tol d me that another few hours would 
have lost the foot and her with i t. The 
stuf f had already spread all through her 
blood stream. You woul dn ' t bel ieve the 
Intravenous ant ibiotics they pumped into her 



n. Ka'tlana1 fantuy fw. reoe;dton _ _ _ ------ --

-- I i tara I I y. They actua I I y used a pump 
Inst ead of dr i p bngs. 

They' r e growing her a new foot! l don't 
knOW what to IMl<e of It . but the hol e Is over 
half f t l led and new skin is growing over i t 
at one centimeter a week. Y'ca in' t lose 'em 
all. 

We were pressured to '"S1 1 ck 'er i n a hoffte. 
stick 'or In a hOme !"' : She's ter-rified of 
ger iatr jc warehouses , causing depression that 
had her cr·yl ng every t ime t he dOctor l eft the 
roam and was interfer ing with the heali ng, 

My daughter and I raised hell In the 
hospl tal corridor and her r00111. lo1len they 
learned that l have the back i ng of the 
Nebraska Agency for Aging and l eague of Human 
Oecency, they backed off fast and Mama came 
out of her depression. Since then, 11101t of 
1ft)' t l ooe and bor rowed money have gone Into 
wheel cha i r remodeling. She will be par t-t ime 
wheelchair, s l ow l y go ing back to walki ng l i ke 
she used to. 

Need less to say, all e lse Is on hold t il l 
she's home. 

N3F ought to be interested I n a fam i l y 
proJect. My son , Terry Aust in , is start ing 
an Internet book store. Hyper Books online 
Book Store. The operat ion I s adapted fraa 
Bames & Noble, . Strand and o ther pr int book 
stores. 

He's sol i c i ting SF and wi l l pay on a per
copy-sold basi s. Hi s E-Mai l address Is 
taust l nlnl.net . Hail i ng address i s 401 E 
SHASlA, ANAHEIM CA 92907. He Is ec).l i oped to 
read most di scs and can convert hard copy to 
computer text wl th an Opt lea l Character 
Recogn i tion program. He prefers E-+4&11 
sublll ss Ions and quer l es. 

He wants sublllss loo in KTK.. Hyper Text 
Karkup Language . Not a programming I anguage, 
but an In-text command system tM t i s 
be<lom i ng popu I ar. Near I y a l l Web Browsers 
accept I t. 

I' II send a c:;opy Of thl s to NAPA and , or 
course, Terry. 

I am not yet on I nternet because of 
red I in l ng. It wou l d cost me $100 a month 
rore to get on than It costs you city dudes. 
That is about to change to a system that 
g i ves un l imited access for $25 .00 a month. 

l n prepar atfon, I recent l y regi stered a 
bus iness name, "Terrorist Pub I fcatlon. ·· "The 
goverments of the wor I d h&ve 1118de the word 
'Terrorist' into a badge of honor. .. Having 
been ca ll ed "a ter ror i st"' by a prosecutor in 
a case that l won b ig t ime, I cM IMke 
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honorab le claim to the name. 

Antone Ogz-lla 
5.o133 foCEU.Sl m 
i'IJRI«Xll OH 45212 

* * * 

I am a N3F member, and a fso the coor dinator 
of a sma l l group of horror lens who call 
ourselves ttlaht Wr! tert. Each member wr i tes 
a l etter and malls I t to me along with a 
nominal fee 10 cover pOStage and suoh, then 
1 make eoples and mall a packet o f letters, 
wh Ich we call the stuwowGram back out to each 
person In the group. We a l so crl t l~ each 
other 's work and we 've just pUb I I shed the 
fi rs t i ssue of a hor ror- zlne we ca ll 
Noc turna l MfJt terings. 

tn addit ion to seeki ng new A'lembers, we are 
trying to do all that we can to spread the 
word about NOCtumalltJtter/ngs. I n the past 
I've noticed t hat Tlyhtbeam has done revi ews 
of z ines --I am I nteres ted I n find ing out If 
this I s a lX>SSiblll t y. I 've wri tten to 
"""oral bureaus and such, Includi ng llFF, and 
pub I icily- but I 'm not rea lly sure who can 
h& lp me wi t h what . Anything that you could 
do to he I p me in t hese regards wou l d be 
appreci ated. Please let me know I f you have 
any """"""'ts or suggestions; or If you need 
me to do anything to get the ball rolling -
l i Ke sending you or someone else a COPY o f 
the Zf ne. 
[Send a copy of your z lne to Oon Fransen, 
6543 BABCXlCI( AVE, taml lfJU. 'l'liOOO CA 91ecl0-
2308, who writes the "Trash Barre l " ool""" 
for Tight-. - !Jol] 

* • * 
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Con Report on \-lisCon i 996 . by Emi l,y Ah•ard 

I had a grea t time . Despite going alone, and hav ing 
to dr i ve 400 miles each way (I didn 't realize it was that far, 
beforehand! J, I'm glad I did it . Two- three years of total con 
deprivatio n i s cruel and unusual punishment ! 

There were some 1S to 20 dea lers , an ideal number for 
this size (8001 con . About half wer e book dealers . It turned 
ou t the only people I knew at all wer e other dealers : Dusty 
(Williams ?) o f Traditional facets and Buck and Juanita Coulson, 
a ll of whom are also Indiana r esidents . My sales were good, 
especially ln view of be i ng low on stock. Didn ' t sell nearly 
as many books as I'd hoped, but the s mall and med ium-sized 
s t u ffed critters kept ••aiki ng off the table t o go to new homes , 
and a fair number of crystals and e arrings sold as well . All 
this means I have to restoc k before I go out to sell again- -just 
what I need when t•m trying t o get a novel pr inted out and 
submitted , huh? Anyhow, I figu re the sales about paid for 
my expensas . I f I hadn' t had t o pay single-room prices for 
a motel room I'd have actually come out ahead! 

( BTW , Buck Coulson s aid their sales at Marcon we re 
fantast ic . About 3000 attended--many media fans apparently 
lured in by advertising--and there was hardly any break in the 
flow o f people and sales ln the dealers' room. My first reaction 
was "Oh, darn , I missed out J"--I'd written f or info. on Marcon 
but passed i t up i n favor of WisCon . Bu t ac tually I wouldn't 
have had enough stock for that kind of traff ic flow, anyway. ) 

WisCon had a stella r cast of guests and attendees . It 
wa s almost like a \"orldCon , insofar a s wri t ers whose work one 
knows and likes were everywhere . I t had severa l program tracks, 
and everyone remarked on how good the panels etc . were . Being 
'chained to the huckstor 's t able,' I d idn' t get to hear very 
many. But o f the s ample I attended , I' d say tho q ual i t y of 
t ha presentatio ns was better , on average, tha n those at ChiCon 
in 91 (my only experience at a Worldcon . ) Briefly, they were : 

MYTH AND RELIGION IN SPECULATIVE FICTION wit h Joan Vinge , Eleanor 
Arnason, Kathleen Mass ie-Ferch , and Nancy Springer . An 
interesting ove rview, wi th the panel unable to 'pin down' the 
distinction between myth and r eligion unless one uses a workinq 
definition : "What I have is rel igion; what those strange people 
over there have is- myth ." Panelists goner ally i nclude r e li9 ion 
in the worlds they build because they belleve re ligion & 
~ythinte9ral to society . Ar nason said she doean •t •mess around 
wit~' or change e x isting religions much , but genera lly creates 
new ones for her fictiona l cul tures. Springer is j us t the 
opposite; she doesn 't make up new religions (ehe said SF had 
some bad examples of this, e .g. Ron Hubbard; she a l s o included 
MZB in this category--hmm! I but she plays a lot wi t h exist ing 
religious myth. One o f he r curre nt books , METAL ANGEL, is about 
an ange l who wishes he was huma n; the book is c oncerned with 
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the relationship between humanity and God . Vinge talked 
aboutthe ways one can d raw from myth for plot. and worldbuild i ng 
e lements. The booK she ' s now working on deals wi th prehistoric 
europe; she' s including Gi mbutas ' s material in her background 
reading- -sounds like i t ' ll be goodt Massie-Ferc h functioned 
mostly as moderator, but she did poi nt out tha t "What do you 
bel i eve?" .is not the centra l question for all religions . Out
side Chr istiani ty , r eligious adherence is ofte n de f ined by 
par ticipa t ing in certain r i tes, or fo l lowing a n e t h i cal sys tem 
or pattern of life. (This in response to an insi stent questioner 
who dema nded to know the panel i s t s' own religious . 
a f filiations a nd beliefs.) Some other int eresti ng sidelights 
here: Nancy Springer 's e xpe r ience of wri ting about pagan fantasy 
worlds while married to a Lutheran minister ; Eleanor Arnason ' s 
r emarks on the grail l egend and her Great rish mi r acle story; 
Joan Vinge's obser vations o n bein9 a convert to Judaism. 

Af t er this pane l I finally had the chance I'd been waiting three 
years for: I gave Joan Vinge a copy of the OUA~1 that has my 
long glowi ng r eview of SUMMER QUEEN. She very graciousl y 
acce pted it and we ha d a short conversation about t he novel . 

FEMINIST THE11ES IN THE WORKS OF LOIS McMASTER BUJQLD. This 
was given by a pane l of reader/cr itics; the only one whom I'd 
he a rd of was ~tartha Bartter , an academi c f eminis t and SF person. 
Lois sat in the audience and seemed t o thoroughly enjoy t he 
whole discussi on . Miles as a character whose d i sabilities have a 
lot in common with women ' s situation was d iscussed at leng t h . 
The panel also t a l ked about the differ ent ways that Cordelia 
and Aral nurture those they are respons i ble for; t he masculinist 
tec hnology that produced the quadd i e s , a nd var i ous aspects of 
Athos . ( I put i n my two cents worth and pointed o ut that unlike 
the all -mal e worlds created by male a uthors, which usually turn 
out t o be horr ible places--see J oanna Russ's famous article
--here we have a female author whose a l l -ma l e worl d isn' t a 
horrible place. ) Lastly , they l ooked at many aspects of 
Cordelia's decis ion to bring Miles to t e r m in the uterine r epli
cator . The consensus was that Cordelia had her own , 
understandable reasons; that this s hould not be vi ewed as a 
"prolife" statement in our own societ y's deba t e (that it was 
in fact more a pro-choice decision, as Cordelia decided i n the 
face of s trong socie t al forces urging her the other way), but 
that nevertheless in the books as a whole, t here's a strong 
bias ' for life' in t he best sense of the t erm. 

Loi s didn't s how her hand on th is i ssue. The only time 
she gave any ins i ghts in to 'au thor's i ntent ions' was when a 
question arose about what would have been e xpected of a vorko
s i gan daugh t er. She said that in the first draft Mi l es had 
a sister . She (the s ister) di sappeared as Elena came to fi ll 
that slot in t he s t ory. 

And after ~ pa nel , I gave Lo i s Bu j old a copy of the same 
z ine because it also has Al icia ' s rev iew of SHARDS OF HONOR 
and BARRI\YAR . 
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FEMINIST ru~D ANTI-WOMAN PRESSURES ACTING ON EDITORS, WRITERS, 
AND PUBLISHERS : THE BUSINESS PERSPECTIVE. Lucy Sussex, Suzette 
Haden Elgin, Patrick Nie l sen Hayden , Pamela Sargent . This 
started out with each pane list asked to tell of the worst 
experience they'd had with s uch pressures . Sargent talked about 
the disbelief some peopl e showed when she was putting together 
tho first viO~IEN OF WONDER ant hology : "lihat? You ' re do ing an 
all-woman-author anthology?", but admi tted some of t he disbelief 
rnuy have just been due to he r effrontery in putting together 
3n anthology when she was a scarcely-published newcomer t o the 
f iQld . Elgin said she 'd taken a lot of f lak for not putt ing 
a lesbian love s cene in THE JUDAS ROSE. 'Being o f my generation, 
I di dn't know I was supposed to, and besides I wouldn't know 
how to write one ~nyway . 1 Lucy Sussex , an Australian 
wri ter / editor , said the whole feminist SF scene is on a much 
smaller sca l e in her country ; in view of t his it' s ren•arkable · 
the a nthologies that exi st there have been published . 

The most extended- -and thought-provoking--parts of t his 
panel, It'10, were Hayden ' s comments . Ke sa i d a lot about what' s 
going on in publishing now, inc l uding t he d i stributor consolida
tion that 's happened in the past 18 mont hs which is squeezing 
out the mass market paperbacks of mid-list authors . He t hinks 
the most promisinq news is the rise o f superstore book.selle .rs, 
because they stock in dep th, attempt to keep backlist titles 
on ha nd , and are actively stocking trade paperbacks . He also 
said that there's more chance of selling a new femi nis t SF novel 
than a SF novel wri tten from any other definable pol itical 
perspective, because 'feminist SF' is now a category that 
publishers recogni~e and know how to mar ke t. Thera hasn 't been 
a real high- selling feminist SF novel yet, however . He doesn't 
know what ingredients it would take to make one, and apparently 
nobody else does , either. (I asked . ) Altogether he was pretty 
upbeat , and he seems to have a vast knowledge about the way 
the publishing world works. 

SPIRITUALITY/RELI GION AS A PLOT ELEMENT IN SPECULATIVE FI CTION, 
with Emmi e Harrison, Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, Sarah Goodman, 
Mary Ellen Testen . Apparent ly these are a ll writers who have 
done so . I didn't recognize any of the i r names beforehand except 
Bohnhoff ' s, whose THE SPIRIT GATE is one of the novels I'm 
reading now. They didn't talk about "How to do it" exactly, 
but ment i oned such variations as a her o struggling against a 
rel i gious es tablishment t hat has become corrupt, a protagonist 
on a quest t hat 's religious in nature (or import ), the clash 
of t wo opposing religious fa i t hs or fac tions , etc . There was 
also some d i scussion of the d i fference between spirituality 
and rel igion. 

One of the most interesting things about this session 
was the make-up of the panel . It included a Baha i , a Refor m 
Jew , a former nun who is now a pa9an priestess . (Don't know 
about the fourth ; I don't t hink sha expla ined herself this way, 
maybe beca use she was distracted trying to keep her li t tle 
daughter from interrupting the proceedings.) 
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A SMALL QUALITY FEMINIST SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY PRESS 
--WOULD IT l;ORK? Susanna Stur gis, Jim Frenkel, Suzette Haden 
Elgin, Deb Notkin, Lucy Sussex . The upshot here is : there's 
a fel t need for such a press; but we don't know if it would 
work . Financing is always the number #1 problem with small 
presses (don't we know!) Various ways tried in three countries 
were examined. The Australians are apparently somet imes able 
to get funding for such projects from their equivalent of t he 
National Endowment for t he Art5 . ( I magine ours even dei gning 
to look at a SF project! ) Canadian publishers' market 
--and marke t share--is so small that they always cons i der what 
an author can do to promote her own book when making the decision 
on whether to publish. [The person who described the Canadian 
press also said that the standard advance for a novel brought 
out by a canadian publisher is $300. Geez, I was pretty lucky 
to get $ 150 for a short story! Course I think the u . of British 
Col umbia's magazine that published it is subsidized . I'm also 
pretty sure these figures don't apply to Harlequin's Canadian
-based operation. I 

I think this panel covered all the ideas we've considered 
at l;orldEdge. One thing they didn't talk about (and we haven't 
either ) is getting financing from some person or out fi t that 
needs a tax loss . I understand that this was/is t he case with 
both t he former t1eteor , and with ~IZB's Fantasy Magazine . 
Onl y conclusion was : this is probably a bad time to be starting 
such a new project, because in five years the Internet may have 
changed distribution enormously , essentially by-passing t he 
middlemen who now take such a cut from book industry revenues. 

AGEISM IN SPECULATIVE FICTION . Ursula Le Guin , Lois Bujold, 
Katherine MacLean. 1 stayed after the dealers' room closed 
to hear this, most ly because I missed her formal addresses and 
didn ' t want to leave without hearing Le Guin talk somewhere. 
What she said was i nteresting and mostl y wise , a nd so were t he 
other panelists ' remarks, but overall I fe l t t his was t he mos t 
disappointing of all t he pane l s I heard . 

This was because it tried to cover: 1) the plight of 
older peopl e in our present society 2) demographic and medical 
change in the near future, and 3) t he actual topic . aecause 
of scheduling problems the time alloted was only 45 minutes . 
Obvi ously it was an impossible task . There were a number of 
i mpassioned audience testimonials about age discrimination . 
The only SF wor k brought i nto the discussion much was Kim 
Stanley Robinson's ~tars books ; LeGuin said she found their 
pi cture of exceptionally long- lived adults who hardly change 
as they age (except to forget Earth) rather disappointing. 
One of t he most unforgettable moments was when a n aud i enc e member 
pled with her to r ead these parts aga in , saying s he found them 
very moving and plausib l e , and quoting a stunning passage from 
memory . I won ' t s ay that ' nowhere but in science fiction' would 
this happen . But there aren't too many forums where an ordinary 
person could, respectfully but passionately, urge a Grand Old 
Woman o f the field to consider another reading--and have her 
lis ten respectfully, too . It made me proud o f a ll of us . 
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LeGui n also admi tted to having trouble selling her ·stories 
that have old women as pro tagonists, even as she urged that 
we not confine ourselves to protagonists between the ages of 
22 and 35 . She's right on both counts, of course . (And it 
made me want to take another look at that idea of putting 
toqet~er an anthology proposal for Pap ier-Hache Press, of SP 
& fantasy stor1es about older women. Maybe I could .qet a LeGuin 
story and a ~lorton story! Wouldn*t that be qreat!!! I) 

cotiSCELLANEOl/S HAPPENINGS AND INSIGRTS. 

I didn't ge t a chance to buttonhole anyone on some of 
the things that have come up at worldEdqe , either; it just wasn't 
the time or place to do it . The person I spent the most time 
talking with at a part y ••as, strangely e nough , Suzette Haden 
Elgin. Sha seems to feel that she knows ma . I dunno if she 
remembers me from our brief conversatio ns at a couple o f St. 
Louis cons S or 6 years ago , if Pat Mathews has mentioned me 
t o her, or she just catches vibrations that identify ~e as 
a not her quasi-counterculture person in the 60s (although in 
my case it was mostly a vicarious experience .) Anyhow, we ta lked 
about sexism & aqeism and how they com.bine . She feels that 
very little has changed on either front : nurses still abj ectly 
defer to doctors and even to ma le ~urses; most older women are 
so frantic about trying to keep their youthful looks that they 
neither 'follow their star' nor concern themselves with bi99er 
issues; little girls are preoccupied ~ith Barbie <lolls and with 
winning the "Little Miss" beauty paqeants . And indeed this 
ma-y be the case, especially where Suzette lives. (I ran in to 
the last two things when I lived in Kentucky , too , although 
a lot of it is deceptive--there really .!.! a Steel ~!agnolia 
syndrome .) 

· But I ha<l to argue t hat unl ike the nurses , there isn't 
much sorting-out by gender in t he library world anymore. Plenty 
of deadly in-fighting and office politics , yeah. But s ince 
academic and l a rge public libraries decided it 's more important 
for the Director to be a PhD than t o be a male, it's pretty 
much equal opportunity as far as I can see (and no deferring.) 

Along with other partyers we agreed that we're willing 
to grant Clinton a fair amount of leeway to do what's necessary 
to win the election . Hoping, of course, that afterwards, 
awareof the judgment o f history, he'll feel free to do some 
things that need to be <lone because they're right . 

And guess what else? Jean Lamb was rlght! 
Hy table was adjacent to David Hartwell' s--he's the 

publisher of THE NEW YORK REVIEW OP SCIENCE FICTION, among other 
things. Lots of well-known people stopped by to talk to him. 

I didn 't get to the Tiptree Award ceremonies. Didn 't 
get to ~ear Judith Merril speak either, unfortunately, although 
s1nce I d haard her at a Pop Culture Assoc. meeting at Toronto 
bac k in the 80's I didn 't push quite so hard for an oppor tunity. 
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BS and Star Trek Fans Sign Treaty 

(or the Wedding of Amy Sisson and Paul Abell) 

by Diane Millar 

Netter, Amy Sisson, and her longtime fiance' Paul Abell were 
marr ied April 13t h in Grand Forks Nort h Dakota. Amy's family flew 
in from New Jersey and Paul's fami l y drove down from the Winnipeg, 
canada area for the wedding . 

Amy and Paul met in the Space Studies master's program at the 
University of North Dakota and figured that Grand Forks was a 
suitable central location to celebrate their nuptials. Besides, 
North Dakota has no lenqth of residency, waiting period, or blood 
tests required to tie the knot. The bride and groom honeymooned at 
Disnayworld . 

Paul and Amy have been roommates for about tour years now, hut 
recently canadian and US customs have been hassling Paul when he 
visited his parents home ne"ar Winnipeg, so instead of t he eight to 
ten year engagement they ' d originally planned (graduat e school can 
take a long time), they decided to prevent further accusations of 
Paul being an illegal alien. The couple now reside together 
in New York where Paul will be pursuing his doctorate in geology. 
They 1110ved from Oakland, California, in June. 

The wedding began the usual ten minutes late, at. 6 :40 pm, with 
George, their electronic a lly ordained minister leading the 
processional with a candle that he placed on the table between 
Amy's stuffed Eeyore (from Winnie The Pooh) and Eeyore•s little 
brother , the couple's surrogate children. On the table were two 
scrolls and a ceramic dish. 

The four bridesmaids wore black cocktail dresses land carried 
bouquets with white asters and mums, purple stasis and pink lilies. 
Tho groomsmen were Paul' a brothers and dressed all in tpxedos. The 
bride's original plan wns to have the groomsmen just wear s uits 
until she found out that the Abells all had tuxedos but didn't have 
suits. The groom was escorted in by his parents, all looking proud 
and happy. His mother later stated that she had told Pp.ul that had 
ho NOT married Amy that he was NOT allowed back in the house. 

The bride was escorted down the isle by her parents , all 
excited and happy about the event. Amy carried a bouquet 
similar to hor bridesmaids but wi th larger pink lilies . She wore 
a cream colored satin mid-thigh length sleeveless cocktail dress 
wi th aT-strap back. Her l ong gloves matched the dress. She was 
unable to wear her mother's wedding garter since it showed through 
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the dress, but with Amy's gorgeous figure and long legs I don't 
think the males in the audience were complaining. 

The ceremony was going along beautifully and most of t he 
audience was starting to sniffle over the l ovely sentiments of 
friendship and love being expressed when George the minister paused 
for dramatic effect. Beginning aga i n with "Mahwidge," from 
Princass Bride, it took another mlnute for the bride and 
brides11aids to quit qiggling and the ceremony to cont inue. When it 
came to the part where Paul was to repeat the phrase "With this 
ring I thee wed, " we couldn't t ell whether he was following the 
minister 's exampl e or it he -was juat nervous when he said, "With 
this 'whing' I thee wed. 11 Followi ng the exchange of rings, the 
couple burned scrolls in the ceramic dish on the table. The 
scrol l s had their wishes and hopes tor the future written on them, 
an idea inspired by Babylon 5 . There was so much smoke we were 
afraid it was qoing to s et off the tire alann. The ceremony ended 
as intended with t he bride and groom kissing and the building did 
not burn down , which was a good thing since after the recessional, 
we formed a reception line into the next room to sign the guest 
book and greet the nowlyweds. 

Directly from the receiving line, we entered the line for hors 
d'oeuvr•s and began a night of celebration, wining, dining and 
dancing. Cheese and crackers, fru it, bacon wrapped scallops , very 
large shri mp and cocktail sauce, mini-quiche , and chicken wings. 
I could have made a meal from the appetizers alone . 

The line by the appetizers lead by the wedding cake; a story 
in itself - and I should know - I made the cake. 

Paul and l>Jay had not particularly wanted a traditional wedd ing · 
cake and when they solected Kim Poor's "Halley's over Antarctica" 
as the cover for their wedding invitation, that inspired the cake 
t he guests saw as they enter ed the reception area. The cake was 
devil's food chocolate wi th chocolate filling and buttercreme 
frosting. It was a large layered rectangle frosted to match the 
wedding invitation (and dyed everyone's tonqUe's blue) with a snow 
field and mountain covered l andscape in front of a starfield with 
a comet streaking toward the horizon. Then a replica of the 
s tar ship Enterprise c made out of white chocolate was suspended on 
an acrylic base oft to the right edge of the cake . On the snow 
field sat the s huttle 11 Hawk ingsn and two figures, one male, one 
female, in Star Trek uniform explored the landscape. Chocolate 
cove.red mints, wrapped in gold foil, in the shape of the Star Trek 
emblem were scattered about the table, and on a plate near by. ott 
to the left of t he r ectangular cake sat a round cake decorated like 
a moon . A black monolit h sat on this cake, inspired by Arthur c. 
Clarke's 2001. 
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During the time I was setting up the cake and before the 
reception, the hotel staff kept sneaking in to peek at the cake, 
often making cotaments like "Gee, that's really difterent," or "I've 
never seen anyth ing like that before. • 

Shortly a fter the appetizers, the buffet lino opened with 
salad, auqratin potatoQa, green beans almandine , baron of beef, 
swedish meatballs, roast chicken and sliced ham. If anyone left 
thla recepti on hungry it WaD because they were anorexic . 

'l'he staff came around t~~nd made sure we had champagne t o toast 
the bride and groom nnd we wore also offered our c hoice of wines 
with dinner . Paul ' s three brothers (all younger) got up to offer 
the toast. His brother Nick spoke of how happy everyone was that 
Amy was a member of the ta•ily. He also told the story of bow, 
when Pau1 was born, his maternal grandmother when she came to see 
Paul and his mother at the hospital had commented, ~nine months and 
two days, thank God." Paul's youngest brother Al ister, who is an 
actor spoke next and was expected t o joke around since he is the 
most boisterous of a vary boisterous group of four brothers, but 
instead he spoke of how Paul had helped him with laundry and ta lked 
hi m through homesickness when they were in private school and Paul 
was 15 and Al was 9 . 

Bruce, the thi rd brother, spoke last and said that when they 
began tolling people that Paul was getting married, that they would 
be asked, "What's AJay like?" "In fact, li he said, "When Paul first 
told me that he and Amy were moving in togethor, I asked him, 
what's she like? And Paul said, 'She is the most intelligent woman 
I've ever met, and she's extremely articulate, and she's beautiful, 
a~d uh, and she likes star Trek too! '" "That's qreat, I replied, 
and what else can you tell me about her? Paul said, ' We ll, she's 
a nymphomaniac. • To which I replied, THEN MARRY HER! " 

The disk-j ockey played a walt z for the newlyweds to start the 
dancing, then followed with ~ock-n-roll tor the neKt hour. At ten 
pm, we heard the Star Trek theme, and saw Amy and Paul being lead 
to chairs near the bar on the dance floor. After they were seated, 
a friend in a Star Trek engineering uniform appeared and proclaimed 
that the Federation was very pleased to announce the joining by 
troaty of two alien races, the Sissons and tho Abolls . 

Then, Paul's brot her Bruce rushed in with a friend, both 
dressed in commanduniform. He c l aimed to be Captain Kirk and 
appropriately kept playing with his hair. Ho explained that the 
Klingon•s were against this treaty and had declared war. He 
introduced his companion as l1cCoy. 

A Klingon r ushed in with phaser firing and he ld them a ll at 
phaser point. He forced Paul to drink a •truth serum" from t he bar 
and asked him why he had entered into this treaty. Before Paul 
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could answer, Kirk turned to McCoy and asked him how long Paul 
could hold out against t he truth serum, t o which McCoy answe red , 
"I "m a Pat'tner , not a Doctor, I pl ow, I combine, I plant, I harvest, 
I don't know truth s erum." 

scotty, played by the youngest brother, Alister, rushed in to 
s ave the day at this point, firing on the Klingon from the 
Ent erprise and 3peaking with such a t h i ck scottish b rogue that he 
was a lmost impoosible to unders tand. He than beamed the Klingon 
aboard the ship. They did have to tell the Klingon, Paul's brother 
Kick. to "lie down, you're dead. 8 

The brothers and friends congratulated the Si ssons and the 
Abells on t hi s merger a nd took t heir bows after which Paul and Amy 
went to cut the cake . ~y's mother had been afra id that there 
would not be enough cake to go around, so desserts were served also 
at this time: chocolate pudding, fruit cups, and cheese cake. 

A tew more dances, and ne xt thing I know i t was midnight. 
Since I ' d been up since five in the morning put ting finishing 
t ouches on the cake, I was afraid that I would turn into a pumpkin, 
s o I said my good- byes and left just as tho hotel staff was 
bringing in a second round of bora d'oeuvres. I have never had 
t his much fun at a wedding befor o. 

#H 
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DO ¥0U BELIEVC: Ilf ·~ITCH ES? 

You may recal l t hat some while ago I h it you with a set of 
c lichees dressed in question form to vh ich I appended late r 
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a brief overvie~ of the witch hunts perpetrated by church and 
~agistrate. And nov this silly question. What am I up to , then? 
I mean to throw some light on tl1e subject. So l et's first take 
a look at wha t the te rm 1'w i tch« stands for . 

~e ha ve not the rooo for discussing the cthymologies of words 
l ike witch or bruja, or stregha, hexe, drabarni, or any other 
term the legends, fairy tales and fo l klores of virtually every 
cul tu re once or still existing on this planet di d o r do apply 
to the figure; let's instead simply look at the picture they 
presen t us. 

I t 's a ~irror held to our faces : the dark side o f human nature. 
Whet her in fairy t ales such as ilanse l and Gre te l or the an nal s 
of the Inquisition, the witch is shown as a creature ben t on 
doing harm: the very embodiment of evil . How , to ear l y man, 
to the blighted people beguiled by the medi e val church, or to 
simp l e souls even today , this picture of demented ph a ntasy may 
have or still does a ppear truthful. Rut is it? 

No, we all knov that. No creature is evil of itself . True, could 
a gazelle reason it might con ~ider the lion evi l because lions 
slay gazelles ; it's not difficult to discern the fau l t i n suc h 
reasonins . Surely, Hitler did not consider his deeds evi l, nor 
d i d the fathers of Inq uis ition theirs a nd leas t of a l l those 
t hey condemned to the s take . Am I evil if I can't perceive the 
evil of my deeds. Wha t, the n , con nects wi tchcraft to Satanism? 

Nothing, really . Of courae, the concept of evil s pi rits, be 
they demons, devi ls or Sa ta n hicself, is aa old as huaani ty . 

.. In fact, the first t~onotheistic religion ever, Zoroastrianisc, 
had the cont r ast of personified good (Ormu<d) and evil (Ahrima n) 
built i nto the very foundation of its faith. But not until the 
church in i ts fe r ven t effort to bl ackpaint heretics i nt roduced 
the idea of ''having intercourse with the Devil" di d the no tion 
of Satan worsh ip enter into the picture of the witch . It could 
hav e dwi ndled away, possibly, once the church's pur pose had 
bcQn fulfilled, had it not take n root in the perverted minds 
of certain bored i nd ividuals at the French king's court and, 
ac r oss the channel, among Engliah country rakes who dubbed 
themsel ves the ''He l lfire Club", t o plagiate the idea of Satanism 
and make it notorious. But what about t he witchcult? 

What witchc ul t? Gra nted , there haTe been secret societies galore 
i n human history, such as the Orienta l cult of Cybeles, th e 
cult of Osiris in ancient Eg ypt, the Hel lenic cult of Dionysius, 
the Roman Ma enads . The secret l ore of those cults vas lost 
through viol~nt disruption, through attrition or simple disus~. 
and what little knovledge of them reached outsiders, no t real ly 
unde r stood and badly recorded even then , has lost all meaning. 
As for mod~ r n occult societies, such as the Ord~r of the Gol den 
D~~n in tur n-of-th~-centu r y England; the Rosicrucia ns; today's 
successors to t he Knig hts Teoplar , there's nothi ng i n their 
books that we knov of to conn~ct the~ with witchcraft, So ~hat 
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about witches' sabbats l ike Samha i n, Yul e a nd Lammas? 

Celtic folklor~. Th~ tottering Christian fAit h made no real 
headway unti l the I nq uis ition final l y broke all opposition (i.e. 
the "heretic" Germanic and Celtic re l igions of Eu r ope) in the 
fifteenth century, but Pagan trad itions lin&ered. For instance , 
going '' skyclad'' was t he e!pression of fertility rit~s celebra t ed 
in the springtime. In some areas even today, a farger may go 
o nto h i s l and to test tlte ground with his naked butt if it is 
wa rm enough for so~ing , or he wi l l ajacul ate on the gr ound to 
''fertilize Mother Hature". The church, always eager to supp l a nt 
Pagan tradition with ceremonies of its own , perver ted those 
rites and made them its own as i s readily observeable in Catholic 
areas where priests l ead Sunday processions t o the countryside 
and tho bishop blesses al l far~ an1aals at Pen t ecost. But wh y 
vould witchcraft be a woman's dooain? 

There 's no reason to be li~ve tha t it was. There are no records 
other than the Inquis i tion's annals, but even they shov us the 
mi x of genders in the prosecution of ''vitches". If thera is 
a predominance of females convicted t he reason must be sought 
in the twisted mi nds of the inquisi t ors who r egarded and opposed 
all for ms of eroticism as the "work o f th e Dev i l" and in the 
allur e pr esented by naked women's flesh on t he rack . ~e must, 
however, consider another aspect for which the chu r ch had no 
use : the role of women in Shamanism and in heal ing: Woman, warden 
of the hearth, bonded to the moon by her periodical bleeding 
an d often possessing a "Soul Window to the Other Side", gift~d 
wi th the ability of caring for the ~~ak and the sick. Which 
brings us to tho Cardinal Question: 

What dces it all mean to us? 

Plenty . Modern theory isn't altogether off the mark if it 
ascribes hea l ingcraft and ~agic to what the Inquisition confused 
vith the viteh concept. Gerald Gardner 's silly idea of a " Wicc~n 
re l igion" aside, ~hy s hou ldn't we continue to see individuals 
engaged in such pr actice as "wi t ches '' . We could, I suppose, 
call them ''wisa wooen" as Gypsies do. But what about the men 
in t he tradition? 

Let's take a l ook at our origins. Froa the dawn of huoan 
existence, the Pa l eol i th ic, sha~ans have been the spiritual 
guardians of people . It vere they who traversed the gates t o 
the spiritual vor l d . who conversed with spi r its, who brought 
guidance and knowledge of hea l ing . A shaoan could be man or 
woman and f requently thought of h i ~self as being both , although 
that di d not necessarily entail bi- or homosexual activity . 
We can stil l observe t hat i n whatever tiny pockets of natural 
cultures are left in this vorld. 

The idyl l vas disrupted soce ten t housand years ago vhen nomadic 
man gave up mat r iarchy• a nd settled down to agricul ture. liis 
conversion to sedenta r y life may ha ve brought an end to his 
na i ve be l ief in spirits o f nature, who can say that. I t did 
ca rry with it a new clernent: civilizat~on, an indiscernible 
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but steady shift away (roo nature . Denatu r ali:ation brought 
core elaborate sets o! beliefs and , along vith those , priests, 
kings, frontiers and politics . Here is vhere we must se~k the 
roots of the secret cults I oentioned ~arlier, for to soae the 
&ase of life didn't appeBr so easy after all . for all ve knov 
tho3e cults cay have laid the groundwork for the ritual a agic 
of later times . 

l!oving prog resse d , man turned to nev nnd ostentatiously gr eate r 
dcl t ies and , eventually , the one and only truo god ; one , in 
foct, who would not to le rate o ther divinities boslde hie. Wh en 
t!1e c hurch o f Christ ~ndcavorcd to spread it found itse l f opposed 
by firo l y cst3blisl•cd life-embracing Pagan faiths; hence the 
Inq uisition of th~ ~lddlc Ages . But what has Lhts got to do 
VitJI D88iC , and vith m&81Cians? 

Nothing, the ch urc h left aagicians largely a lone as had Jeho•a'e 
rc llsion before it. In !a~t , t he latter aave the aasician a 
tool in hand to use !or elevating his status in society : the 
CobbsJa . Cabbalistic ritual m~gi~ , a heavily demanding though 
likewise highly educotin g device, oadc its menj the magician 
vas much sought after , his art coveted, until hls own prog ress 
bro ught h is demi se through the science of moder n times . But 
where does that l eave the breed of ''vise persons" we are a gr eed 
to cnll witches? 

Witches , 1 vould say, should be seen as the rura l counterpoint 
to Lhc urban aagic13n . Magicians, seeking knowledge, bad no 
scruples adapting to nev t@ligions while witches, like the people 
aDona whoa they li•ed, held fast to the "old faith~ . Where 
aogicians vere erudite, vttches had no vritina (hence no •book 
oC shadows" , sorry) . Whe re the a agicion evolved elaborate 
conjurations which he recorded in his g r imoires , the witch had 
nothi ng but pl antlore and e gate - th r ough hallucinogenics -
to the other wo rld . Thi3 spook y talent may ha•e 4roused the 
churchfathe r s' wrath: i n any case , it made witches pe rfect 
sc ppegort t s . I t gai ned them also another ~ nem1 i n the upstart 
medica l profession, for sudd enly a ll r e f erences t o ps ychotropic 
plants were wiped from the f i fteenth century pharmaco poeiae . 

Today's "witches" , naively playing their ;ames of '' symbo l ic 
aaaic" , possess not even a shade of th~ old powers. For 2agic, 
on e•t reQely difficult and trJing - if not dovnrigbt danger ous 
- eyst~g, ~as functional. You know , LarrJ ~iwon vas right : Magie 
did go a~ay ; it fled from the per•erse and cutting sneer of 
disbelief of the de nizens of this modern aae. We haYe no hope 
of luring i t back unless we drop our arrogance and concede t hat 
science i s not all we need af ter all. 

If the above review Gppeo rs c onfusing to you , an d full o f l ogical 
lopscs , please keep 1n mind that I vas forced to brevity. You 
ore welcooe to p r c5ant yo ur own vievs, concerns and op ini ons . 
or corrections if you £Qel they are in order . I shall endeavor 
to reply to the best of oy ability and as exhaustively as s pace 
permits. 



00 YOU BELIEVE IH WITCHES? Paae 4 

*Matriarchy , aeaning "oother's rul e " . is a t~r• coined by a 
auy na•ed Bac hofeo at a tloe vhe n it was tbouaht one koev all 
about prehi s to r y for ha•ing read Aristophanes and Herodot . It 
is incorrec t i nsofar os it r efer s to a syste• where lineage 
vas counte d through the voae n since no one had yet guessed that 
men we re i nvolved in the concep tion of children . 
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